
 

 
 

Whitefield Professional Development Services 

Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND) 

Training Programme 
2021- 2022 

 

 
Virtual Training for staff working in mainstream and special schools 

in the North East London Teaching School Hub (NELTSH): 
the boroughs of Waltham Forest, Haringey and Redbridge. 

 

● vision impairment ● hearing impairment ● multi-sensory impairment ● 
autism ● profound and multiple learning difficulties ● severe learning 

difficulties ● dyslexia ● dyscalculia ● sensory processing difficulties 

 

     Book your place at pds@whitefield.waltham.sch.uk 
£25 per session or £200 full course fee 

 

This training programme offers a wide range of SEND specialist sessions that aim to improve 
practitioners’ knowledge, skills and expertise in supporting pupils with autism, severe and profound 

mailto:pds@whitefield.waltham.sch.uk


and multiple learning difficulties, dyslexia, dyscalculia, vision and hearing impairments, multi-sensory 
impairments, sensory processing difficulties and physical disabilities. It includes theory, practical 
activities, tips and advice on how to manage challenging behaviours, understand the needs of pupils 
and how to plan for activities using effective teaching and learning strategies and resources. 

 

 

 

Course  Course details  Date/Time 
Exploring Autism 

- theory and 
practice  

This session aims to support practitioners to: 
• explore and discuss theories of autism 
• begin to develop their knowledge and understanding of 

effective autism practice 
• reflect on and identify a range of appropriate teaching 

and learning strategies that can be used to support 
pupils with autism 

Thursday 7th 
October 2021 

 
4 – 5.30pm 

 

An Introduction 
to PMLD/SLD 

 

This session aims to support practitioners to: 
• develop their knowledge and understanding of theory 

underpinning PMLD/SLD practice 
• begin to reflect on a range of appropriate teaching and 

learning strategies that can be used to support pupils 
with PMLD/SLD 
 

Thursday 4th 
November 

2021 
 

4 – 5.30pm 
 

Exploring Autism 
- theory and 

practice  
 

This session aims to support practitioners to: 
• explore and discuss theories of autism 
• begin to develop their knowledge and understanding of 

effective autism practice 
reflect on and identify a range of appropriate teaching and 
learning strategies that can be used to support pupils with 
autism 

Thursday 2nd 
December 

2021 
 

4 – 5.30pm 
 

Sensory Profiles 
and Assessment 

 

This session will give an overview of each sensory area, for 
example, vision, hearing, smell/taste and touch and the impact 
that individual sensory needs and challenges can have on a 
pupil’s ability to engage in learning. It explores a range of 
assessment tools to inform the use of effective teaching and 
learning strategies for pupils with sensory impairments and 
sensory processing difficulties. 

Thursday 6th 
January 2022 

 
4 – 5.30pm 

 

Supporting 
pupils with 

sensory 
impairments 
and physical 
disabilities 

This session looks at practical approaches to meeting the 
learning needs of pupils with vision and hearing impairments 
and physical disabilities within both special school and 
mainstream environments. It offers opportunities for reflective 
discussion and the development of inclusive working. 

Thursday 3rd 
February 2022 

 
4 – 5.30pm 

 

Theory and 
practice for 
engaging 

This session explores the key theories underpinning PMLD/SLD 
practice, effective teaching and learning activities, resources 
and practical ideas for engaging pupils within mainstream and 
special school contexts. 

Thursday 3rd 
March 2022 

 
4 – 5.30pm 

Bookings will close 2 days before the training. When you place a booking, you will receive a 
calendar invitation with the link to join the training, which must be accepted in order to 
guarantee your place on the course.  

 



learners with 
PMLD/SLD 

 

Supporting 
challenging 

behaviours in 
pupils with 

autism 
 

This session aims to develop practitioners’ understanding of 
why pupils with autism display challenging behaviours. It 
considers practical proactive strategies in supporting pupils to 
regulate their own behaviours and how to develop behaviour 
support plans for use in schools. 

Thursday 21st 
April 2022 

 
4 – 5.30pm 

 

Understanding 
Dyslexia 

This session will introduce you to effective strategies for 
delivering literacy interventions. It will include:  

• core principles of effective literacy intervention 
• Introduction to Precision Teaching and how it can be 

used to teach Literacy 
• Spelling intervention – core techniques 
• Instructional Reading – how to develop reading skills 

through guided reading 

Thursday 19th 
May 2022 

 
4 – 5.30pm 

 

Girls and autism  This training will develop your understanding of how to identify 
the signs of autism in girls, which can present differently to 
boys, and how to support them. Girls with autism are more 
likely to experience low self-esteem and anxiety than boys with 
autism. In this training session, you will learn how to help girls 
with autism to develop healthy coping mechanisms, to manage 
their time and the demands of school with less anxiety. 

Thursday 9th 
June 2022 

 
4 – 5.30pm 

 

How to develop 
number sense in 

children with 
Dyscalculia 

This workshop will look at: 
• The characteristics of dyscalculia 
• The latest research in the field 
• The most effective approaches that support children 

and young people with these difficulties  

Thursday 7th 
July 2022 

 
4 – 5.30pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


